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BENNETT NOT QUITE A REGU-
LAR GUY 1t took veteran wordsmith
Guy Bennett about 27 drafts to nail
the script for his impressive first fea-
ture, Punch, producer Steve Hegyes
revealed at a New Filmmakers’ Day
trade-forum panel on Saturday
(September 28) that was devoted to
the making of this local film. But the
very first version (then titled The
Sunshine Institute), already contained
the core dynamic of what turned into
a visceral examination of an overly
close father-daughter bond.

Sonja Bennett, the director’s real-
life offspring, plays the belligerent,
motherless teen, a role she won not
through nepotism but Studio 58 train-
ing and screen-test bravado. The film-
maker revealed that the toughest role
to cast, of all his “fragile and turbu-
lent” characters, was the topless
female boxer. In the end, she was
fearlessly played by Meredith
McGeachie.

The film's gutsy subject matter
stems from the bottle-blond filmmak-
er's own past; dad and daughter devel-
oped an unhealthy codependency when
she was little, an issue they dealt with
quickly. As a screenwriter, however,
Bennett enjoyed projecting the prob-
lem into the future. “I just love angry
teenage girls,” he told the crowd, “and
I have one in everything I write.”

Punch plays once more at the film
festival on Monday (October 7), and is
slated to open commercially on
November 8.
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